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[ TIM. ii, Ve 15. 


That thou mayeſt know how them 
; oughteſt to behave thy ſelf i in the 


| Houſe of God, which is the 
Church of the living God, the 


Pillar and Ground oe” Erb. 


1 Mankind the moſt impor- 


8 
—— the Revelation of his 8 * 


Þ vice = Will has not been more remark- 
able than the perverſe Temper and Pra- 


| ice of Men hath been in diſguiſing them, 
(for promoting their own ſecular Ends 
and Purpoſes, 


No Inſtance of this is more 8 


than the Caſe of Government and Obe- 


dience. : 


HE Wiſdom * Goodneſs 
| of God, in diſcovering to 


tant Inſtances of Truth, in 
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6 The Pillar and Ground 
dience. Temporal Authority is ſpoken 
of, throughout all the. 01d Teſtament, 
in Phraſes and Expreſſions agreeable to 
the feveral Times, Perſons, and Circum. 
ſtances treated of, without any ſtated 
Limits of Prerogatives, or Privileges, or 
Deſignation of Perſons ; excepting only 
with Reſpect to ſome Inſtances of the 
Fewiſh Government, where God, being 


himſelf the immediate Diſpoſer and Su- 
preme King, expreſly choſe and declared 
his own Vicegerents, who were treated 


and characterized accordingly. In the 


New Teſtament, our Lord and his Apo- 


ſtles, propoſing to erect a Spiritual King- 


dom only, interpoſed not at all in the 
Nature of Civil Governments: took them 


all as they found them, lay ing down, 


or rather confirming no other but thoſe Þ 


plain Rules and general Obligations, 


which promote the common Rights of 


Government, and the Peace of Mankind, 
upon the foot of Reaſon, Nature, and 
„„ EET 
And yet thefe very Scriptures have 
fometimes been unreaſonably wreſted to- 


ward the ſetting up of ſuch a Civil 


Power, as would prove the entire Deſtru- Þ 
good Ends and Purpoſes Þþ 


Ec- 


 Rion of all the 
of Power. 


Esccleſiaſtical Power and Diſcipline 


bas met with the ſame Treatment. Aas 
the Religion of Chriſt is purely Spiri- 
tual, the Rules and Orders concerning 


the Exerciſe of Authority and Power 
amongſt the Members of it, are purely 
ſuch. They are delwered with ſo 


much Simplicity and Plainneſs, are ſo 
adapted to the Improvement of our Rea- 
ſon, and to the Advancement of Virtue, 
| Charity, and Truth; that none could 
| have dared to miſ- interpret them, but 
thoſe whoſe Buſineſs it was to ſettle a 
new Idea and Signification of the word 


Church ; i. e. inſtead of meaning the Body 


| of Chriſtian Believers, to mean one certain 
| uninterrupted Succeſſion of Mimfters and 
Rulers of the Church ;, and ſo ſet up them 
ſelves for a Rule of Truth, or, which is 
all one, for infallible Interpreters of 


Chrift's Rules. 


The Church of Rome, growing to be 
the Head of this Myſtery of Iniquity, [the 
Myſtery ſpoken of by the Apoſtles them- 
ſelves, and beginning to work very early in 
the Chriſtian World, ] has ſo long infected 
all Nations with its Poiſon, that it is 


not without exceeding great Labour, 


Difficulty, and Danger too, that good 


and impartial Men have been endeavour- 


ing 
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to undeceive the World, and ſettle 
the Peace of Chriſtianity upon its pro- 
per Foundation, viz. The Love of God 
and of Truth, the free Study of the Seri 
Ptrres, and the Exerciſe of Charity and 
Forbearance towards our Brethren. 
© Many are the Texts that have ben 
Mledged as Proofs of a Privilege be- 
longing to one certain uninterrupted 
Succeſhon of Men, to become the un- 
controuleable Rulers of other Mens 
Faith, and Impoſers, not only in Matters 
of Form and Decency, but alſo in Mat- 
ters of Faith and Conſcience, for the 
fake of an External Unity and Unifor- 
mity. 
wherein the Church is repreſented 28 
the Pillar and Ground of Truth, hath 
been eſteemed one of the ſtrongeſt to 
this Purpoſe. .. 
To reſcue it from which great A- 
buſe, J ſhall endeavour to ſet it in 2 
true Light, by confidering, 


EE What Truth it is which 'the Apo- 

Mile here ſpeaks of, and what, and 

who it is that he here calls the 
Pillar and Ground of it, . 


The Text 1 have now choſen, 


of TRUTH. 58 

II. In what Senſe, and how far any 
particular Perſons, whether more 
or fewer, whether ſeparate or uni- 
ted, can be underſtood to be ſo. 


Ader whick;] 1 alba - fark ak 


tural Inferences, as may, I hope, be ſer- 


viceable, if duly conſidered, toward the 
Peace of our Country, and the flouriſh- 
ing Eſtate both of our Proteſtant Go- 


vernment and Religion. 


I. By the Truth, emphatically fo 
called in this Place, we are plainly to 
| underſtand the Religion of Chrift, as re- 


vealed by him and his Apoſtles to the 
World. It is ſtiled Trath, in oppoſiti- 
on to all falſe or more imperfect Reli- 
gions. And, as being the Effect of the 
free Mercy and Bounty of God towards 
Man, *tis ſometimes called Grace and 


| Truth; and, from the Spiritual Nature 


of its Laws, in Contradiſtinction to 
External and Carnal Ceremomes of Wor- 
ſhip, it has in Scripture the Character of 
Spirit and Truth. This Religion is ſome- 
times deſcribed by Summaries of certain 
Doctrines or Facts to be believed; ſuch 


as are the Incarnation, Birth, Aſcenſion, 


Interceſſion, and future coming to Judg- 
ment 


—ͤ—ñ—õ4᷑ä—ä an ——ͤ— è— — — — — 
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10 The Pillar and Ground 
ment, of Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour, for 
the Salvation of Men: Which Doctrines 
and Facts are promiſcuouſly termed the 
Myſteries of Godlineſs, in the words fol- 
lowing the Text. At other times, this 
Religion is deſcribed by certain Rule, 
and Precepts for our moral Obedience. 

So the Truth in Feſus, is, the putting of 
the old Man, which is corrupt according 
to deceitful Luſts, and putting on the 
new Man after the Image of God, in 


ing Truth to our Neighbour ; puttiug a- 
way Anger, and not letting the Sun go 
down upon our Wrath, &c, Eph. iv. 21-- 
26. This is the Truth, by which our 


Truth [or Religion | which is evil ſpoken 
f,, 2 Pet. 11. 2. and toward the propaga- 
ting whereof the Apoſtles and Miniſters 
are called Fellow- helpers, and Fellow-la- 
bourers, 2 John viii. All which reveal- 
ed Truths were to the fr Chriſttans 

their Rule of Faith, Conſcience, and Sal- 


[ Chriſt and his Apoſtles immediately; 
and they are ſo to us now, ſo far and no 
farther than as left us upon Record by 
the Writings of thoſe Apoſtles, 


true Holineſs; putting away Lying, ſpeak- | 


Minds are purified, 1 Pet. i. 22, The 


vation, as ſpoken from the Mouth of i 


I. 


Rue 11 
It is next to be confider'd what or 


who the Apoſtle here fpeaks of as The 
Pillar and Ground of this 7 ruth, or this 
Religion. 

This is affirmed by the Bae with 
infinite Zeal, to be meant of the Church, 


i. e. of the Miniſters and Clergy of the 
Church, who yet never were, that I 
know of, ſo much as once diſtinguiſhed 


by the Name of the Church, in the whole 


New Teſtament. They maintain alſo, 


that there is not, nor can be any Mi- 


niſtry out of their own Church; and 
therefore no Pillars, no Ground of + 7 ruth, 


but in Popery. 
Proteſtant Interpreters have generally 


underſtood it to be meant of the whole 
viſible Church, and to be applicable to 
” true Communities and Branches of 
And they have generally ſat down 
a with this Interpretation, as 
agreeable to thoſe figurative Expreſſions, : 


wherein the Church 1s, in Scripture, 


| compared to a Body, to a Building, and 
to a Houſe. And many, I fear, would 
be unwilling to part with this Inter- 
pretation, which carries in it a Shew of 
| ſome great Authority, which moſt Bo- 
dies of Men, God knows, are very fond 


of lay ing too much Claim to. | 
B2 Whereas, 


4 
} 
i 
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| to underſtand Þ 
this of the Church at all, in this Place, Þ 
1s a very forced Interpretation, diſagree: 1 
able to the Scope of the Apoſtle's Ar-F i 
gument, and makes a hard Conſtructi- i 


12 
- Whereas, in Reality, 


on of the Words ; 


of. 


The viſible Church, the 


ing, and Temple. 


ſame Breath, and under the fame Idea, 


the Whole and 'the Part of the ſame 


Thing? The Church is the Houſe, ſup- 
poled, by theſe Interpreters, to contain, 
or to conſiſt of, the Truth; now tho 
this whole Building might e ſome- 
times be deſcribed by, and included in, 
ſome ſpecial and principal Parts of it, 
ſuch as Foundation, Pillars, &c. yet when 
this or any other thing is deſignedly de- 
{cribed under its whole and compleat No- 
tion, it can never be, in the ſame Breath, 
ſaid to be a Part of | it ſelf. 


— 


Thus, 


* e e 5 


nay, | deſtroys the] 
very Page: he is here making uſe Þ 


Body of Þ 
Chriſtian Believers, is indeed commonly Þ 
ſtiled the Houſe of God, and God's Build. 
But how can the ſame Þ 
thing be, at once, called a Houſe, and | 
a Pillar, or Baſis, or * Butireſs: of the 
_ fame Houſe? With what Propriety of 
Speech can any thing be ſtiled, in the 
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Thus, the whole City or Temple of 
Jeruſalem is deſcribed by its Gates, and 
its Foundations, Pſal. Ixxxvii x, 2. A8 
in like manner, the Church: of God is; 
*Þ in the Old Teſtament, repreſented by a 
Vine, Pſal. Ixxx. 8, 14. And in the 
new Teſtament, by the Branches. But 
neither is the Temple and its Gates, nor 
the Vine and its Branches, ever put for 
one and the ſame thing, in one and the 
fame Paſſage and Deſcription. =» 
Nor indeed is it ſo here, in the natural 


_ . 


Conſtruction of the Words For it ought 


not to be render d THE Pillar and Ground 
| of Truth, as if it referred to. the Church, 
but Trude EOeRi,t A Pillar and Baſis, 
| or Buttreſs, of the Truth, referring plainly 


to the Perſon of Timothy, to whom all the 
foregoing Advices and Rules had been gt- 


ven, about the Choice of Miniſters into 


the Church, as Fellow-helpers and Sup- 


porters of the ſame Truth. And fo the 


whole Senſe is this; How thou oughteſt to 
behave thy ſelf, ike a Pillar and Support of 


the Truth, in the Houſe of God, which is 
the Church of the living God. ' 
| Now this is perfectly agreeable to the 
- uſual manner of the Scripture-Phraſes, 


wherein the Miniſters and Meſſengers of 


God are ſtiled Pillars and Foundations. Tow ; 
FEC the 
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the Prophet Feremah is called a Pillar. Jer. 
1. 18. Son of Man, I have made thee a Pillar. 
Thus the Apoſtles and Prophets are call- Þ 
ed Foundations, Eph. ii. 20. In which Þ 
Senſe Peter is ſaid to be a Rock, or one of 
the Foundation-ſtones of the Church, Mat. 
xvi. 18. Thus again, James and John are Þ 

ſtiled Pillars, Gal. ii. 9. And, Him that! 
overcometh, faith Chriſt, I will make hin 
4 Pillar in the Houſe of my God, Rev. iii. 


12. 


Thus is this Phraſe always applied to | 
particular Perſons, but never, I believe, 
ſo much as once, to a Body of Men as a 


viſible Church. 


1 Having thus ſhewn to whom theſe 
Titles belong, it is next to be conſider d in 


what Senſe and how far they muſt be 
_ underſtood to belong to any Perſons, whe- 
ther more or fewer, whether ſeparated 
or united. 5 „„ 
Nov they are generally taken to imply, 
that ſuch Perſons have the Privilege of 


being infallible Interpreters of the Word 


and Rule of Truth, or at leaſt of having a 
ſufficient authoritative Power of deciding 
in Matters of Faith and Religion; chal- 
lenging an Aſſent and Compliance, or Si- 
lence at leaſt, from all People. I ſhall 
5 ty therefore 
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| therefore inquire into the Truth of this; 
| firſt, with reſpe& to the Apoſtles them- 
| ſelves, and the firſt Miniſters of Chriſt; 
and Secondly, with reſpe& to the whole 
| Body of true Chriſtian Believers, which 
is the full Notion of the Church of 
Crit 5% oe . 
I. The Apoſtles and firſt Miniſters of 
the Goſpel, being intruſted and commiſ- 
ſioned to propagate its Truths, and eſta- 
bliſh its Authority in the World, againſt 
| the many Prejudices, the great Ignorance, 
and Prepoſſeſſions that Mankind then 
generally laboured under; were inveſted 
ÞF with ſuch Inſpiration and extraordinary 
Powers, as were neceſſary to confirm and 
| evidence it to be from God. When any 
F Miſunderſtandings of the Senſe of its 
| Laws, or the Deſign of its Revelation, 


happen'd amongſt Believers, the Apoſtles 


interpoſed and decided them, as far as was 
| neceſſary ; in an authoritative way, as far 
as they had Inſpiration to that Purpoſe; 
and in argumentative or perſwaſive ways, 
| where they had no infallible Direction. 
And, in all theſe Caſes, they ever behaved 
| themſelves ſo, as not in the leaſt to in- 
ſinuate themſelves to be abſolute Impoſers 
in Matters of Faith and Religion, or fo 


much as arbitrary Interpreters of their 
„ 
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Maſter's Laws. When they had confirm. Þþ 


ed their Doctrine even by Miracles, they 


forc ed it upon no Body, nor inflicted upon | 


any one any Penalties merely for not be- 


lieving ; tho they did indeed puniſh ſome, ÞÞ | 
for their wicked, immoral, and obſtinate Þ 
Diſobedience to the Religion they had] 
pretended to be convinced of; Las in the Þ 
Caſes of 4namas, and the inceſtuous Corin- 
thian] but herein they had the immediate n 
Warrant of God, and ſtruck with His, not Þ 
with their own Hand, for the preſent Con- 
firmation of the Truth of their Miſon, 
without which the Chriſtian Religion had Þ 


been at a Stanc. 


On the other hand, the general Me. 
thod, apparent through all the Writings Þ 
of theſe Inſpired Men, by which they 
applied themſelves to the Minds of Men, 
in order to gain their Aſſent and Compli- Þ 


ance, was that of Argument, Reaſon, and 
Perſwaſion; renouncing the Title of being 
Lords over Mens Faith, or abſolute Con- 


ſtrainers of their Conſciences; but refer- þ 


ring them to their Maſter's Rule, as An- 
baſjadors of Chriſt, praying and. exhorting 


them, in his ftead, to be reconciled to God; 


and by ſuch ways endeavouring to re- 
commend themſelves to every 


| Man's Conſci- 
In 


ence in the ſight of God. 
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In one Word, the inſpired Apoſtles them. 
| ſelves made uſe of their Infallibility, and 
| the Authority annexed to it, in no Caſes, 
but ſuch as could not be decided without 
it. When Chriſt's Religion was ſettled, 
and committed to plain written Rules, 
| there was no further Occaſion for any 
| abſolure Guides or Interpreters, for any 
| humane Judges aut horitatively to deter- 
mine for us. But the Church was left 
to an induſtrious Application to the 
ſtanding written Law it ſelf; and all are 
to ſtudy it, and live according to the 
| beſt Information they can get into it. 


2. Therefore Secondly, the Church, in its 


trueſt Acceptation, taken for the Body of 
| Chriſtian Believers, whether in the whole, or 
as repreſented by the Clergy; cannot be un- 
derſtood to be ſuch a Ground of Truth, as to 
| become an abſolute Fudge, or authoritative 
Interpreter of the Laws of Chriſt. 


The Church, taken in either of theſe 
Senſes, never was | not to lay, never can be} 


gather d together; never can meet to de- 
| cide Do&rines, or make Creeds, or lay down 


Determinations in controverted Matters of 


| Faith: ¶ For of Matters of Form and Decen- 
cy, and External Rites, | here ſpeak not.] 
But all its Members always were, and are 
till denominated truly ſuch, by a ſincere 
zZ RR = 
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Profeſſion, Study, and Practice of the Laws Þ fe 
of Chriſt, as he left them. | Dot 
Euer ſince the Departure of inſpired mu 
and infallible Apoſtles, and the Eſtabliſh- I D 
ment of Chriſtianity in the written Rule; Þ wiſ 
Chriſtians have known no other Infallibili | Chr 
ty or mere Authority in Matters of Faith Tru 
but this, That the Word of God is nfalli- Þ upc 
bly- true ; and thoſe that live up to the beſt | der 
aul my Can | ng of it, are infallibh Tru 
ſavt ed. | met 
There are no Notes of Diſtingion to Þ the 
| know the Church by, but that of Truth, or Ch: 
the | Agrecableneſs of Mens Belief and tha 
Practice to the revealed Word of Chriſ, Þ ſelf 
whoſe Diſciples only they are. No fur- Þ do 
ther than we know this, can we poſſibly I wa 
know who are the real Members which Þ wh 
conſtitute the Church; and therefore tis Þ we 
Anpoſſible for us to be guided by their J ait 
Judgment.“ 11 pal 
If it could be ſuppoſed that St. Paul in- 
tended. this Character in the Text, to be- thi 
long to any one particular Chuch, it mult me 
be that of Epheſus; for to that Church TY 
did Timothy now belong, as a Fpiritual Þ of 
Guide, But of the Church of Epheſus, Þ thi 
or its Doctrines, we know nothing (of 
any Certainty at leaſt] more 5 the ve 
oa eee * St. Paul in this Epi- th 


le. 


the Ken of an 8 Rule, no par- 
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And conſequently 'tis the . 


Dabia, not the Church itſelf, that we 
muſt repair to as the Ground of Truthöʒ. 


Moreover, as no Society can any other- 


| wiſe be known by us to be the Church of 
| Chriſt, but by our knowing! it to hold the 
Truth; ſo we cannot know it doth ſo, but 

upon ſuppoſal that we our ſelves firſt un- 
derſtand thoſe fundamental and important 
| Truths, by which we are to form a Judg- 
ment of the true Church, And if fo, 
then what need can we have of the 
{ Church's Direction to find out the Truth; 
that is, in other Words, to find out her 
ſelf? Unleſs it be ſaid, that after we 
do know the greater Truths, we ſtill 
want a Guide to the Leſſer; or that, 


when we have judged of the Church firſt, 


we want the Church to judge of us ever 


after: Which is a Circle of the moſt pal- 
pable Abſurdity. 


So rightly did St Chryſo tom determine 


this Point, in few Words, in his Com- 
ment upon this very Text; The Church 
is ſo far from being the Pillar and Ground 
of Truth, that, on the contrary, the Truth i; 


| the Pillar phe Ground of the Church. 


Hence it muſt follow, that if the uni- 
verſa! Church it ſelf cannot lay claim to 


ticu- 
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ticular Communities can have any poſſible 
Kight to it. hs > INTE = BY. 
For the Rulers of the Church, therefore, 
and the Miniſters of Chriſt, to be the 
Pillars and Supports of the Truth, can ſig- 


nify no more than this, That, as the 


Religion of Chriſt has diſcovered all 
« neceſſary and faving Truths to ſuch as 
*© hear, believe, and duly embrace it; it 


js the Office of the Miniſters to promote, 


e encourage and propagate theſe Truths, 


* by all proper Endeavours, agreeable to 


8 


AQ 


the Nature of Religion and of Truth; to 
* explain it by the original Rule and Stan- 
« dard of it in the Word of God; to ſtu- 
dy that Rule, as the only Authority they 


* go upon; and to perſwade Men to em- 


e brace and practiſe it, by all reaſonable 
Arguments, and truly ſpiritual and re- 


„ Iigtous Motives. 


III. Now from this Account and Ex- 
planation of the Apoſtles Doctrine, as de- 
duced from the Words of the Text, we 
may draw the following Concluſions, ex- 
ceedingly conducive to the Peace of all 
Chriſtian Countries, and to the Welfare 1! 
of the Proteſtant Religion, and all Pro- Þ 


 teſtavt Governments. 


if, 
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ift, If the Conduct ofthe Miniſters of 


{ Chriſt and the ſpiritual Rulers of his 
| Church ought to be directed toward the 
| Propagation - and Support of religious 
Truth; Then they themſelves qught conſtant- 
| ly and heartily to encourage the free Stu- 
dy of, the impartial Search into, and a 
ſafe and undiſturbed Appeal to, the Rule 
and Standard of this 7ru1b, [as laid down 
in the written Word of God,] in all ſorts 
| of People they have to do with. They 
| ought, with all Candour and Simplicity, 
to offer their Explications, their Deciſions, 
and all the Methods and Terms of their 
| Communion, to be tried and examined by 
| that ſuperior Authority 5 always remem- 
bring, that the Obligations of true Religi- 
on are not of Men, but from Heaven; and 
that all Aſſent and Compliance to ſuch 
Obligations, in Matters of revealed Reli- 
gion, ought to be gained from Men by 
| Motives truly reaſonable, and properly 
religious; as being the Effect of Convicti- 
on in the Mind, with regard to Truth, 
abſtracted from all external Impulſes of 
anne Tron 


This is to be Religious; this is to bring 


Men to be Chriſtians, to bring them to an 
| honeſt and ſincere Apprehenſion and Pro- 


ſeſſion 
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22 The Pillar and Ground 
feſſion of the Truth of the Goſpe! of 


Chrift,. by the Uſe of a free,  1mpartial, 
and conſcientious Examination into it, 28 


Founded in the Declarations and Sanctions 


of our ſupreme Law-· giver. Further than 
this ſincere Enquiry can carry any Per- 
ſon, God cannot be ſuppoſed to require; 
and therefore tis wholly unjuſtifiabſe for 
td demande. 

The ſeveral Practices upon Mankind, 
oppoſite to all this, make up the Idea of 


Popery. A Term not abſolutely and locall 
to be confined to Rome alone, but propor- 
tionably applicable to all Perſons, and all 
Communities, according to the Degrees in 


which any of them are found to ſet up 
thernfelves as Lords over Mens Faith, in- 
ſtead of being the Pillars and Supports of 


_ Chriſt's Truths, by Methods and Ways of 
His own Appointment, agreeable to the 


Nature of Truth, the Nature of rational 


Men, and the Nature of God himſelf. 


Peopery or arbitrary Impoſitions are, ſo 
far as they are practiſed, tlie ſame thing, 
whether in Italy, or in Geneva; whether 


in Spain, or Scotland, or England; in 


word, whether in Romſh Countries, or 


thoſe that ſtile themſelves Proteſtant. 


2. | Chriſtians. For by the ſame Reaſon that 


of RUTH. 23 
2. If the Miniſters of Chriſt are to be 
the Maintainers and Supporters of Chri- 


ſtian Truth, by the diligent Study of its 
Rules, and by Exhortations and Perſwa- 


ſions ſuitable to its Nature; then it muſt 
be the Duty and Intereſt of all Chriſtian 


Governments and Magiſtrates to protect, 


encourage, and defend them, in all their 
Searches . after this 7ruth, in all their 


diligent and peaceable Propoſals of it; 


and never to ſuffer their honeſt and la- 
borious Enquiries to be ſtifled either by the 


arbitrary Cenſures, and uncharitable Uſage. 
of others, or by any diſcouraging Confine- 


ments upon them from Civil Power and 
oo A 8 
This it becomes them to do, both as 


Chriſtians and as Magiſtrates. As they are 
Chriſtians, Civil Governours themſelvs are 
ſuppoſed to have taken upon them this 


Religion, upon free Choice, ſerious Exa- 
mination, and Conviction of its ſuperior 
Iruth and Excellency. From which ver 


Principle, they are obliged to allow and to 


countenance, in all Perſons, the like dili 
gent Enquiry into the Mind and Will of 


God, in the ſeveral Parts of that Rule, by 


the entertaining of and Obedience to which, 
both they and we are truly denominated 


they 
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they entertain any Religion in the whole, 
they ' muſt be, in their Conſciences, bound 
to give all the Encouragement they can 
to ſerious and careful Diſcoveries of the 
true Senſe and Meaning of all the particu. 
lar Doftrines and Laws of that Religion, 
E Eſpecially when they conſider themſelves 
as Chriſtian Rulers, this Obligation will 
appear in greater Strength. The End of 
Government is the Preſervation of Ci 


Peace, Right and Property; the End of 


Religion is, the Knowledge and Practice 
of divine Truth. No Chriſtian Govern- 
ment therefore can be underſtood to en- 


courage and ſupport the Miniſters of 


Chriſt, in a truly Chriſtian Way, but by 
ſupporting them in ſtudying and propaga- 
ting the Truth of Chriſt, as it lies in his 
own Declarations,” and not as held forth in 
any particular Schemes and Explanations 
of mere humane and fallible Authority 
For while by the one of theſe Ways they 
protect the Church as the Body of Chrift 


by the other they ſupport it only as a 


Humane, Temporal, and Political Eſtabliſh- 
3. Laſtly, From hence appears the in- 
violable Privilege, and indiſpenſable Dut) 
of all Chriftians, of what Denomination 
ſoever, to ſtudy the Laws 


Obligations of their Religion, as delivered 


by their great Maſter himſelf; in order 


to ſuch a reaſonable Faith as may make 
their religious Principles truly their own, 


and ſuch a conſcientious Practice as will 


render them proper Subjects of the 1 7 


miſed Rewards in the future Life. 


To ſay, that the Vulgar are” vgl. 
ted for ſuch a Study and Inquiry, is to 
fay, that either Chriſtianity is not a 
reaſonable Service, or that Chriſtians are 
folemply to be baptized into, and make 
Profeſſion of Principles, which [even at 


| Years of Diſcretion] they are car ao rag 


of under/tanding. 

For any Perſons to be obliged to make 
any thing a part of their Religion, 
whereof they can form no Judgment, is 
nothing but Words without any "Meaning 
contained in them. 

But the eſſential or fundamental Do- 
arines of Chriſtianity are of quite ano- 
ther kind ; all that we are baptized into 


| being equally perfective of every Mind, 


and, at the ſame Time, adequate and ſuit- 


able to every Capacity : plain, becauſe _ 


neceſſary ; and therefore neceſſary to all, 
becauſe Lend ſo far and 1 no farther than] ; 
they are plain. 


D For 
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they entertain any Religion in the whole, 
they muſt be, in their Conſciences, bound 
to give all the Encouragement they can 
to ſerious and careful Diſcoveries of the 
true Senſe and Meaning of all the particy- 
lar Doftrines and Laws of that Religion. 

_ Eſpecially when they conſider themſelves 
as Chriſtian Rulers, this Obligation will 
appear in greater Strength. The End of 
Government is the Prefervation of Civil 


Peace, Right and Property ; the End of 


Religion is, the Knowledge and Practice 

of divine Truth. No Chriſtian Govern: 
ment therefore can be underſtood to en- 
courage and ſupport the Miniſters of 
_ Chrift, in a truly Chriſtian Way, but by 
ſupporting them in ſtudying and propaga- 
ting the Truth. of Chriſt, as it lies in his 
own Declarations; and not as held forth in 
any particular Schemes and Explanations 


of mere humane and © fallible Authority. 


For while by the one of theſe Ways they 
protect the Church as the Body of Chrift, 
by the other they ſupport it only as 3 
Humane, Temporal, and Political Eſtablith- 
3. Lafily, From hence appears the in- 
violable Privilege, and indiſpenſable Duty 
of all Chriſtians, of what Denomination 
ſoever, to ſtudy the Laws and — 


„„ > TT OO 


F TRUTH 26 
Obligations of their Religion, as degree 
by their great Maſter himſelf; in order 
to ſuch a reaſonable Faith as nay! make 
their religious Principles truly their own, 
and ſuch a conſcientious Practice as wil! 
tender them proper Subjects of the pro- 
miſed Rewards in the future Life. 

To fay, that the Vulgar are” unquali- 5 
fied for ſuch a Study and Inquiry, is to 
ay, that either Chriſtianity is not a 
reaſonable Service, or that Chriſtians are 
ſolemply to be baptized into, and make 
Profeſſion of Principles, which Leven at 
Years of Diſcretion] they are er 2428-100 


of underſtanding. 


For any Perſons to be obliged to make 
any thing a part of their Religion, 
whereof they can form no Judgment, 1s 
nothing but Words without any "Meaning 


contained in them. 


But the eſſential or fundamental Do- 
arines of Chriſtianity are of quite ano- 
ther kind ; all that we are baptized into 
being equally perfective of every Mind, 
and, at the ſame Time, adequate and ſuit- 
able to every Capacity; ; plain, becauſe 
neceſſary ;, and therefore neceſſary to all, 
becauſe rand ſo far and no farther chan] 
they a are of mg 
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For whatever, and how many ſoever 
may be the more ſpeculative Truths, in 
the Attainment. whereof ſtudious Minds 
may commendably improve, proportiona- 
bly to their ſeveral Abilities ; yet Salva- 
tion [which is equally propoſed to 4A, 
is and can be annexed to none but thoſe, 
which concern the Practices needful to 
ſuch Habits and moral Accompliſhments 
as are required of All, in order to raiſe 


them to the Likeneſs of God, and to 


their Happineſs in Him; which is the 
main Purpoſe of true Religion. 
And thus may every Member of the 
Church of Chriſt, in his Station, become 
a2 Credit and Support to the Truth! 
The Magistrate, by protecting and coun- 
tenancing the Search of it; the Miniſter 
in holy things, by encouraging, and with 
à peaceable and ſincere Freedom, ex- 


plaining and propagating it to Mankind; 


and every Man in particular uſing his 
beſt Endeavours to find and receive it 
in the Love thereof. 1 
This, and this only, is having the 
Reality, and not the mere Name of Chri- 
ſtianity ; this is making the Church to 
become indeed the Beauty of Holineſs, 


thei 


, or oo 29 
the Horſe of God, even the Church of 
the living God. . 3 


To whom be all Honour, Glory, and 
Praiſe for evermore. Amen. 


Sr” 
þ , 
Dr 
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# wbliſhed by the Author. 


Faraphrale with ſome Notes upon the 3 
A Ads of the Apoſtles, and upon all the 
pi 


Preface to each Epiſtle. The ſeveral Arguments 
ſet at the Head of each Chapter; and a gene- 
ral Index to all the principal Matters Words, 
and Phraſes of the New Teſtament. In tuo 
Volumes in Ocfævo. | 
A Paraphraſe with ſhort and uleful Notes |Þ 


e MESSE os e e e 


tles of the New Teſtament ; with a ſhon ! 


on the Books of the Old Teſtament. Part 1 


In two Volumes. Containing the five Boos 
of Moſes; with a compleat Index of the pri. 
cipal Matters, Words, and Phraſes in the fad 
Books. 1 , 


Salvatjon: A Sermon pteach d at the Church of Þ 
St. Jamesss at Weſtminſter, on Sunday March Þ 
321% bs & 3 "0 1 
3 Vindication of the Lord Biſhop of Bargor 
Wherein is conſidered the true Notion of Re. 
ligious Sincerity as available to the Salvation of 

Men; and of Church Authority, with reſpe* to 

the DiſtinQions between real, mere, and abſolute 
e In Anſwer to the Exceptions of Mr, 
am | * 

A Second Vindication the Lotd Biſhop f 
Bangor, wherein Mr. Law's Notions of Bene- Þ 
diction, Abſolutions, and Church-Communion 
are proved to be deſtructive of the whole Chi- 
ſtian Religion, and contrary to common Senſe 
And a Paraphraſe is given upon all the chic 
kallages of Scripture relating to theſe Points, 


The Proteſtant Rule of judging of the way of 0 


